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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS EIGHT HISTORIC FILMS FROM EGYPT 

Egyptian Cinema Sampler 

September 4 - 24; Fri, 7:30 pm & Sun, 2:15 pm. $3, $2 CMA members. 


Egypt supports one of the largest film industries in the world, producing 70 or more features a year and domi- 
nating the Arab film market. Much of the output has been light entertainment (in the mold of the imported 
Western fluff that serves as inspiration), but a significant body of work has dealt thoughtfully with pressing 
social issues. Many films from this latter group — especially those unpalatable to the Nasser regime — were 
consequently banned from screening in Egypt, often despite recognition at international film events, Egyptian 
Cinema Sampler, presented as a complement to the Museum’s 75th anniversary exhibition, Egypt's Dazzling 
Sun (through September 27), offers masterworks of Egyptian cinema from the past three decades, and features 
prominently the two directors considered Egypt’s best: Youssef Chahine and Salah Abou Seif. Egyptian film 
scholar Alia Arasoughly, who provided programming assistance, appears in person on Sun/Sept 13 to give a 
talk before the showing of Abou Seifs The Water Bearer is Dead. All the films are presented with English 
subtides. A pamphlet on Egyptian cinema, produced by the Museum, is available free at film showings. 



Fri/Sept 4, 7:30 pm Cairo Station, 1958, b&w, 90 min. Youssef Chahine directs and plays the lead in a 
moving neorealist tale of a crippled newspaper vendor tormented by his love for a beautiful lemonade seller. 

Sun/Sept 6, 2:15 pm The Land, 1969, color, 130 min. Egyptian film critics voted this the best Egyptian 
film ever made. Chahine’s epic tells of the struggle between a wealthy landowner and peasant farmers. 

Fri/Sept 11, 7:30 pm The Sin, 1965, b&w, 105 min. Henri Barakat directs a tragic account of the down- 
fall of a peasant woman. Named one of the best Egyptian films by the International Film Guide. 

Sun/Sept 13, 2:15 pm The Water Bearer Is Dead, 1977, color, 90 min. Richly-detaUed portrait of a water 
carrier and his son in 1920s Cairo, by one of Egypt’s greatest filmmakers, Salah Abou Seif. Before the film, at 
2:15, Arab film scholar Alia Arasoughly of Northeastern University will talk on Egyptian cinema. 

Fri/Sept 18, 7:30 pm The Sparrow, 1973, color, 120 min. Chahine’s explosive drama, originally banned 
in many Arab countries, explores the public weakness and corruption that led to Egypt’s 1967 defeat by 
Israel. 

Sun/Sept 20, 2:15 pm Night of Counting the Years, 1969, color, 100 min. Shadi Abdel-Salam directs an 
admired and atmospheric tale of archaeologists and desert grave-robbers who cross paths in 1881 Thebes. 

Fri/Sept 25, 7:30 pm Alexandria... Why?, 1978, color, 132 min. Chahine’s vivid, colorful account of his 
formative years in 1940s Alexandria, amid WWII and the influence of American movies. 

Sun/Sept 27, 2:15 pm Dreams of Hind and Camilia, 1989, color, 110 min. Mohamed Khan’s touching 
tale of the friendship between two exploited servant women in contemporary Cairo. Area premiere. 
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